
Partnering with Parents on 
Character Education

Webinar
With:

Dr Tom Harrison: Director of Education, JCCV

Rachael Hunter, Ben Miller: Research Fellows, JCCV

Sophie Murfin: Executive Headteacher, Wise Owl Trust



Today’s webinar will cover: 

• Why should schools work with parents on character 
education?

• What are the barriers and enablers to successful 
relationships with parents on character education?

• Practical tips and materials to help schools partner 
with parents 

• Q & A



Why Partner with Parents on Character Education?

• Parents are the primary educators of their children's 
character.

• Research shows outcomes in education are improved 
when parents and teachers work together.

• Children more likely to develop desirable qualities and 
flourish when character education is taught, caught and 
sought in homes and schools. 



Barriers

• Time, culture, communication

• Lack of planning and training

Enablers

• Quality of communication

• Workshops

• Technology



Recommendations from the Research

• Consider the central role of 
parents in the planning of 
character education

• Consider the timing of events 
for collaborating with parents

• Consider the use of moral 
dilemmas to explore the 
concept of character



Recommendations from Practice

Sophie Murfin, 
Executive Headteacher, 
Wise Owl Trust



Tip 1: Shared Values 
Involve the parents in the setting of the values, 
and gain the support of new parents through constant 
reinforcement. 



Tip 2: Shared progress
Share the progress of the pupil with home, making 
sure it’s a 2-way process so things at home can also 
be celebrated in school.



Tip 3: Parental buy in & understanding  
Ensure parents have a clear understanding of the character 
traits. What they mean and how they can be shown. We 
hold regular coffee mornings and show case days. 



Q and A

Please write any questions that you have in 
the chat function at the bottom of your 
screen, and we will pose them to the panel. 


